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The debates and research on religious lives in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been dominated by the ethno-
national identitarian theories and frameworks of inquiry. This has been in particular the case for the study of 
Islam and Muslim lives as is epitomised in the work of Ernest Gellner. Drawing on my long-term fieldwork, in this 
talk I will show the inadequacy of such identitarian frameworks that bear only partial resemblance with the 
concerns and lifeworlds of my interlocutors for  they  write off the experiences and the vast array of relations 
with God. How can we then write about religious lives that are ultimately about relations with the divine without 
reproducing these hegemonic identitarian frameworks of analysis? I will reflect on my recently published book 
Remaking Muslim Lives: Everyday Islam in Postwar Bosnia and Herzegovina to consider an alternative strategy. 
Specifically, this talk will zoom into three interlocking themes of the book, that of the everyday, ethics, and vital 
exchange.   

David Henig, is Associate Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Utrecht University, Netherlands, specializing in 
Muslim politics, military waste and war ecologies, and conflict and coexistence. He has conducted research 
in West Asia and Europe, is author of Remaking Muslim Lives: Everyday Islam in Postwar Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (Illinois, 2020), and co-editor of Economies of Favour After Socialism (Oxford, 2017), and 
Where is the Good in the World? Ethical Life between Social Theory and Philosophy (Berghahn, 2022). He is 
currently working on “Deadly Environments: Living among Explosive War Remnants in former Yugoslavia”, 
a project funded by the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation. 

Czech Sociological 
Society

in colaboration with

invite you to the 

195th GELLNER SEMINAR
December 8, 2022, 3pm

Venue: 
Department of Anthropology, University of West Bohemia, room SP 319, 
Sedláčkova 15, Pilsen and on-line (link bellow)

Bringing God back to the anthropology of Islam: 
reflections on remaking Muslims lives

David Henig 
Utrecht University

 Zoom link

Faculty of Arts, University of 
West Bohemia

https://cesnet.zoom.us/j/93586687837
yasarabughosh
Přeškrtnutí


	Bez názvu
	Bez názvu



